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1988

• ICT opens our first office inWashington, DC.
• ICT urges Congress to pass what becomes
one of its first resolutions on Tibet, support-
ing the Dalai Lama’s Five Point Peace Plan.

• ICT launches the Tibet Forum, the first Chi-
nese language newspaper to reach out to
thousands of Chinese in theWest and China.

• Hu Jintao appointed as the top Chinese party
official in Tibet.

1989
• ICT-formed coalition successful in getting
Congress to establish the Tibetan language
service of Voice of America and Tibetan
scholarships under the Fulbright Program for
Tibetan refugees. (ICT advocacy results in
continual funding for both programs.)

• China imposes martial law in Lhasa after

massive demonstrations against Communist
Party policies in Tibet.

-• ICT’s major publicity campaign exposes
human rights abuses, calls for an end to
martial law in Lhasa, imposed by China on
March 5.

• The Dalai Lama is awarded the Nobel Prize
for peace.

• Thousands of students take to the streets in
Tiananmen Square.

1990

• ICT coordinates efforts to secure the provi-
sion of 1,000 immigrant visas for Tibetan
refugees.

• Congress provides humanitarian assistance
for Tibetan refugees in India and Nepal.

1991
• ICT coordinates a
meeting between
the Dalai Lama and
President George
H.W. Bush, the first
meeting ever be-
tween a Dalai Lama
andaU.S.President.

• President Bush signs
into law an Act of
Congress that in-
cludes language
declaring Tibet an
occupied country
under international
law.

• Congress assembles in the U.S. Capitol Ro-
tunda to welcome the Dalai Lama and prints
the proceedings as a congressional docu-
ment.

• In Geneva, ICT staff work to help pass a
resolution in the United Nations Subcom-
mission on Human Rights, the first resolution
on Tibet in the UN since 1965.

• ICT participates in a major initiative to
broaden dialogue between Chinese and
Tibetans at a forum held in Virginia.

• The Panchen Lama dies, opening a conflict
with China over the appointment of the
successor.

• The Assembly of Tibetan People’s Deputies
adopted the Charter of Tibetans in Exile. It
transfers the power to select a cabinet from
the Dalai Lama to the legislature.

The International Campaign for Tibet proudly celebrates its twentieth anniversary this year.
For two decades, we have called the world’s attention to the injustices and brutality being suffered by
the people of Tibet.We’ve shone a spotlight on China’s repressive authority and intervened on behalf
of political prisoners. We’ve worked with and been guided by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and have
provided support to Tibetans in exile.

And without exception, our work has been possible only because of the determined and compassionate
support of our allies and supporters. This timeline is in great measure a tribute to our members and
supporters like you, and how deeply they have been moved by the plight of the Tibetan people.

ICTand Tibet Timeline 1988–2008

Tenzin Tethong, ICT’s first President, with
ICT Board members Richard Gere and
Melissa Mathison.

The 10th Panchen
Lama passes away
in Shigatse, setting
the stage for an
historic dispute over
his reincarnation.

Congress approves more than $1 million
for humanitarian assistance for Tibetan
refugees. These refugees passing through
Kathmandu are among the beneficiaries.
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1992

• ICT mobilizes an international movement at
the UN Earth Summit in Brazil to protest
funding of international projects which grow
wheat in Tibet for Chinese settlers.

• Ogyen Trinley Dorje (7) is enthroned as the
17th Karmapa under an agreement with the
Chinese government

• The Dalai Lama announces the Guidelines
for Future Tibet’s Polity, based on the hope
for a negotiated settlement with the Chinese
government for full autonomy.

1993
• ICT coordinates the first meeting between
the Dalai Lama and President Clinton and
Vice President Gore.

• ICT publishes Nuclear Tibet, a ground-break-
ing report on nuclear waste and weapons in
Tibet.

• China and the Tibet Autonomous Region es-
tablish the Chang Tang Reserve, setting aside
at least 109,000 square miles.

1994
• Following ICT advocacy, the State Depart-
ment includes a separate section for Tibet in
its annual Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices.

• Dalai Lama suspends dialogue with China
due to lack of progress.

1995

• ICT helps give voice to Tibetan women at the
United Nations Women’s Conference in Bei-
jing.

• ICT hosts a major visit of the Dalai Lama to
Atlanta, Houston, Boston, and Washington,
DC.

• The Dalai Lama names a six-year-old boy,
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, as the true reincar-
nation of the Panchen Lama. Chinese au-
thorities place the boy under house arrest
and designate another six-year-old boy,
Gyancain Norbu, as their officially sanctioned
Panchen Lama.

• China’s President Jiang Zemin visits the U.S.

1996

• After years of effort, Radio Free Asia broad-
casts to Tibet, China, and elsewhere. (RFA
now broadcasts into Tibet 8 hours every day.)

• ICT releases A Season to Purge: Religious
Repression in Tibet, highlighting the deten-
tion of the Panchen Lama.

• Ngawang Choepel, a musician on a Fulbright
scholarship, is sentenced by Chinese author-

ities in Tibet to 18 years in prison for espi-
onage. He had been arrested in 1995 during
a visit to Tibet to make a documentary on
folk music and dance.

• The World Bank proposes to move 58,000
poor Chinese farmers from the eastern half
of Qinghai 300 miles west to an area of Tibet
called Dulan.

1997

• ICT hostsWorld Parliamentarian Convention
on Tibet with His Holiness the Dalai Lama
and delegates from 27 other countries.

• ICT coordinates a series of history-making
protests of Chinese President Jiang Zemin’s
visit to seven U.S. cities.

• The U.S. Secretary of State appoints the first
Special Coordinator for Tibetan Affairs.

• The Hollywood films “Seven Years in Tibet”
and “Kundun” are released.

• China blocks a UN resolution criticizing its
human-rights record for the 7th year in a
row.

1998
• ICT coordinates a national Tibet Awareness
Campaign around the release of “Kundun”
and “Seven Years in Tibet.”

• ICT campaigns in the U.S. and in China to
ensure Tibet is a prominent topic at the U.S.-
China Summit in Beijing. President Clinton
publicly calls on Chinese President Jiang

ICT conducts a fact-finding mission to
document prisons and labor camps never
before photographed.

The first of a series of Tibetan Freedom
Concerts is organized by the Beastie Boys
and the Milarepa Fund.

Tibetan women at the UN Conference on
Women in Beijing stage a dramatic
protest. ICT supported two delegates to
attend the conference, Yodon Thonden
and Reed Brody.

A protest in front of the White House
where Jiang Zemin was being greeted.
L to R, Lodi Gyari, Bill Shultz, Gary Bauer,
Bianca Jagger, Adam Yauch, Nancy Pelosi
and Kerry Kennedy Cuomo.
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Zemin to meet with the Dalai Lama.
• Five nuns at the Drapchi prison committed
suicide after extensive torture.

• China imposes a ban on logging in eastern
Tibet due to excess flooding following a half-
century of clear-cutting.

1999
• ICT lodges formal review in the World Bank
to stop the transfer of 58,000 non-Tibetans
onto the Tibetan Plateau.

• TheWorld Bank approves China’s plan to re-
locate 58,000 poor Chinese farmers to land
historically farmed by Tibetans.

• In Lhasa, Tashi Tsering, a carpenter, lowers
the Chinese flag in the capital and attempts
to put up the banned Tibetan flag. He is
arrested and dies from beatings while in
custody.

2000

• ICT and a coalition of partners succeed in
mobilizing enough support within World
Bank member countries to cancel World
Bank support for China’s Tibet resettlement
project.

• ICT opens its second office in Amsterdam
and launches a campaign for the detained
Panchen Lama.

• The Karmapa, head of the Kagyü school, es-
capes from Tibet and arrives in India.

• Gungthang Rinpoche, a senior leader of the
Labrang monastery, dies after spending over
20 years in prison for refusing to cooperate
with Chinese authorities.

2001

• ICT staff and members successfully sign on
more than a hundred House and Senate
co-sponsors for the Tibetan Policy Act.

• ICT exposes the massive crackdown at Larung
Gar monastery, where thousands of nuns and
monks were expelled and their meditation
dwellings destroyed by Chinese authorities.

• The UN General Assembly votes to approve
the accreditation of the International Cam-
paign for Tibet to the UN World Conference
Against Racism.

• The International Olympics Committee awards
Beijing the 2008 Summer Olympics.

• President Bush permanently normalizes trade
relations with China.

2002

• ICT releases first annual report, Dangerous
Crossing, examining the reasons Tibetans
flee, dangers en route, and situations facing
them in India and Nepal.

• ICT helps secure passage of the Tibetan Pol-
icy Act through direct and grassroots lobby-
ing. The TPA institutionalizes programmatic
and political support for Tibet.

• ICT establishes an office in Berlin, Germany.
• Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and other Tibetan
leaders are arrested by the government of
mainland China.

• Contacts between the Dalai Lama and
Beijing resumé.

2003

• ICT helps secure the release to the United
States of the longest-held Tibetan female
political prisoner, Ngawang Sangdrol, a 26-
year-old nun who spent 11 years in Lhasa’s
Drapchi prison.

• Number of current, active members of ICT’s
three offices increases to more than 70,000.

• Hu Jintao is chosen to replace Jiang Zemin
as the president of China.

Karmapa secretly flees from his monastery
in Tibet, through Nepal, to India.

Chinese crack down on monks and nuns
at Larung Gar and tighten security on
monasteries.

Bhuchung Tsering, Vice President of ICT,
addresses a rally in front of the World
Bank to halt a Bank funded population
transfer.

Woeser, Tibet’s famous dissident writer, is
fired from her job in Lhasa and she moves
to a safer environment in Beijing.

Lodi Gyari, Special Envoy of the Dalai
Lama, begins dialogue with Chinese offi-
cials.
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2004
• ICT releases When the Sky Fell to Earth, an
extensive ICT report, with Devotion and De-
fiance, a documentary video, on the crack-
down on monateries in Tibet.

• ICT hosts a roundtable at the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights in Geneva for gov-
ernment representatives and NGOs.

• China deals a crushing blow to Hong Kong’s
hopes for full democracy when it rules the
territory won’t have direct elections for its
next leader in 2007.

2005
• ICT is awarded the
prestigious Geuzen
Medal by the Dutch
Geuzen Resistance
1940–1945 Foun-
dation.

• ICT releases two
special reports:
Crossing the Line:
China’s Railway to
Lhasa, Tibet and
DangerousCrossing,
a report document-
ing conditions im-
pacting the flight
of Tibetan refugees
in 2004.

2006

• ICT helps to secure the Congressional Gold
Medal for the Dalai Lama in recognition of
his many enduring and outstanding contri-
butions to peace, non-violence, human rights,
and religious understanding.

• ICT threatens legal action to enforce a U.S.
ban on the importation of shatoosh, made
from the fur of the endangered Tibetan
antelope.

• ICT opens an office in Brussels to help
strengthen its EU policy lobby.

• The Golmud-Lhasa railway (the highest in
the world) opens. Chinese authorities hail it
as a feat of engineering, but critics say it will
significantly increase Han Chinese traffic to
Tibet and accelerate the undermining of tra-
ditional Tibetan culture.

2007

China completes railway to Lhasa to
facilitate population influx and control
over the region.

His Holiness, Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
President Bush before the Congressional
Gold Medal ceremony.

More than 100 demonstrations spread
across the Tibetan plateau protesting
China’s occupation.

Archbishop Tutu and Richard Gere speak
at an ICT organized rally in San Francisco
during the Olympic torch relay.

ICT moves into its
permanent head-
quarters in Wash-
ington, DC.

Chinese guards shoot and kill a young
nun trying to flee over this pass to Nepal.

• ICT launches emergency mobilization in
response to widespread demonstrations in
Tibet and the ensuing brutal crackdown.

• ICT launches a campaign around the
Olympics to protest the Olympic torch relay,
to gain access for international journalists in
Tibet, and to highlight human rights abuses
during the Olympics.

• Tibetans stage more than 100 primarily non-
violent protests all over Tibet five months
before Beijing hosts the Olympic Games.

• China blankets Tibetan areas outside of the
TAR with troops, bans entry of foreign visi-
tors to all areas of Tibet, and asks tourists to
leave following “safety concerns”.

• The Dalai Lama convenes a historic, special
meeting of Tibetans in Dharamsala. More
than 600 delegates attend and endorse the
“Middle Way” approach with China.

• ICT arranges for a public address by the Dalai
Lama on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol
after he accepted the Congressional Gold
Medal.

• ICT helps to secure $2 million for humani-
tarian assistance, $600,000 for scholarships,
$250,000 for human rights and democracy
initiatives, $3 million for development assis-
tance, $500,000 for educational and cultural
exchanges, and Radio Free Asia and Voice of
America funding to reach inside Tibet.

• ICT’s active membership reaches 100,000.

2008
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