














President Obama Meets with President Hu;
Presses Him on Human Rights

When President Hu of the People’s Republic
of China traveled to the United States for a
four-day state visit in late January, he found
that President Obama was increasing the
pressure on China's human rights record.

Unlike the previous state visit (by Obama to China in 2009),
human rights was no longer considered to be an off-the-table
topic, and Obama told Hu to provide more freedom to China’s
1.3 billion people — his most forceful message on this con-
tentious issue to date.

Hu’s response included an acknowledgment that his govern-
ment needed to do more in support of human rights — but
he was very clear about Chinese sovereignty, noting that any
further discussion on human rights must not attempt to
interfere with China’s affairs.

Presidents Hu and Obama at the White House news conference.

President Obama stated “As I've said before and I repeated to
President Hu, we have some core views as Americans about the
universality of certain rights — freedom of speech, freedom
of religion, freedom of assembly — that we think are very
important and that transcend cultures. I have been very candid
with President Hu about these issues.

After blaming translators and technical problems at their press
conference together, President Hu did eventually respond to
questions (in itself a diplomatic coup for the White House).
“China is always committed to the protection and promotion
of human rights,” he said.

He conceded that “a lot still needs to be done,” and said his gov-
ernment would be willing to continue a discussion on human

rights — provided that
dialogue proceeded
on the basis of mutual
respect and noninter-
ference into China’s
internal issues.

“As I've said before and
| repeated to President Hu,
we have some core views
as Americans about the
universality of certain rights
— freedom of speech,
freedom of religion, freedom
of assembly — that we think
are very important and that
transcend cultures.”

President Obama sur-
prised many Tibet ob-
servers by specifically
calling for a resump-
tion of the dialogue
process, “Even as we,
the United States, rec-
ognize that Tibet is part of the People’s Republic of China, the
United States continues to support further dialogue between the
government of China and the representatives of the Dalai Lama
to resolve concerns and differences, including the preservation
of the religious and cultural identity of the Tibetan people.”

Drawing on a key phrase of Hu’s government — “Harmonious
society,’ — President Obama welcomed President Hu to Wash-
ington by saying in part “History shows that societies are more
harmonious, nations are more successful and the world is more
just when the rights and responsibilities of all nations and all
people are upheld, including the universal rights of every
human being”

ICT President Mary Beth Markey praised Obama’s remarks
saying “I think it was a good day for human rights. He said
exactly what we wanted him to say on Tibet.”

President Obama surprised many Tibet observers by specifically
calling for a resumption of the dialogue process.




Aftermath of the Ladakh Mudslide

Showing our support

On the night of August 6, 2010, a violent storm unleashed torrents of rain on the remote
Indian Himalayan region of Ladakh. The region, parched, was unable to absorb the rapid
influx of rain and the floods poured down mountainsides and into valleys. The ancient
capital of Leh, home to thousands of Tibetan refugees in twelve settlements, was right in
the path of a water and mud surge.
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A Tibetan woman surveys the damage to her crops caused by the
violent mudslide.

At least 190 died in the mudslide; hundreds of homes and busi-
nesses were leveled. As morning broke, Ladakhi and Tibetan
rescue workers struggled side by side to free the dead and the
injured from the mud-choked debris.

While just three Tibetans were killed, the impact to their com-
munities was devastating. The floods destroyed scores of homes
in the hastily-constructed refugee centers on the outskirts of
town. Barley, the staple food crop, has traditionally been grown
in small family fields adjacent to homes; the floods, however,
carpeted these plots with boulders and a thick layer of heavily
compacted mud, ruining the season’s crop. With a frigid
Himalayan winter only a few months distant, the situation
was grim.

Tibetans left homeless were given temporary shelter in the com-
munity room of the 2,000 student Tibetan Children’s Village,
which escaped the floods unscathed. Lacking heavy machin-
ery, the Tibetan community began the back-breaking process of
clearing away the mud and debris with whatever rudimentary
tools they could find.

The Tibetan Central Administration stepped forward to coor-
dinate the rebuilding, led by Dhondup Tashi, the Chief
Representative Officer (CRO) of His Holiness the Dalai Lama

Tibetans and Ladakhi work to dig their homes and business out of
the compacted mud.

in Choglamsar, Leh-Ladakh India, and Tsering Palden, director
of the Tibetan Children’s Village. Shortly after the disaster,
His Holiness the Dalai Lama contributed 1 million rupees
(approximately $22,000) to the recovery efforts; the US
government pledged its financial support.

To guide the rebuilding, each of the twelve Tibetan settlements
sent a representative to a central council, coordinated by
Dhondup Tashi, to decide how to allocate rebuilding funds
based on the degree of damage to homes and fields. Recon-
struction efforts continue many months after the cloudburst,
with much work left to clear the barley fields so many Tibetan
families depend.

Funds are urgently needed to assist the Tibetan people in Leh.
Following a visit by two Washington, DC based ICT represen-
tatives, both ICT and ICT Europe have allocated $5,000 to help
in hiring Tibetan workers for ongoing recovery work through
ICT’s Private Partnership for the Sustainability of Tibetan
Communities.

If you would like to support these efforts, please make your
check payable to ICT with “Sustainability Fund” in the memo
line and send it to ICT, 1825 Jefferson Place NW, Washington,
DC 20036.



In response to reader request, we have added a feature
which will highlight one aspect of Tibetan culture in
each edition of Tibet Press Watch.

Avalokitesvara and the Tibetan
Contemplation of Compassion

Who is Avalokitesvara? Why is he important to Tibetans?

Avalokitesvara (pronounced Ah-va lo
K’tesh vara) is the personification of
compassion, and one of the most im-
portant Buddhist deities. Avalokites-
vara’s essence is compassionate action
and in Tibetan is known as Chenrezig.

Tibetans believe that Avalokitesvara
has a particularly close relationship
with Tibet because he took on the bur-
den of caring for Tibet. These beliefs
were brought to Tibet in the eighth
century CE and His Holiness the Dalai
Lama has been repeatedly incarnating
as a manifestation of Avalokitesvara in
Tibet since the fifteenth century.

Welcome Ngawang Choephel
[Drakmargyapon]

Earlier this year, ICT welcomed its new-
est staff member, Ngawang Choephel
[Drakmargyapon], who will lead ICT’s
work in Geneva, where the UN human
rights mechanisms are based. Ngawang
was responsible for coordinating the
International Network of Parliamen-
tarians for Tibet (INPaT) initiative to
observe the Tibetan elections on
March 20th and also will advocate for
Tibet at the 16th session of the UN
Human Rights Council. Ngawang has
more than 20 years of experience in
UN human rights mechanisms and
will guide our work at the United
Nations in an effective and results-
oriented manner.

IN MEMORIAM:
Jigme Norbu

We send our sincere condolences to the
wife and three children of Jigme Norbu,
nephew of the Dalai Lama, who was struck
by a car and killed on February 14, 2011
in Palm Coast, Florida. The 45-year-old
Bloomington, Indiana resident was in
Florida for a 300-mile “Walk for Tibet”
scheduled to end in West Palm Beach.
On the walk, he carried a sign which read
“For WoRLD PEACE, HuMAN RIGHTS,
AND TIBETAN INDEPENDENCE.”

Jigme Norbu’s father, Thubten Jigme
Norbu, was a former professor of Tibetan
and religious studies at Indiana Univer-
sity, Bloomington and once a curator of
Tibetan artifacts at New York’s American
Museum of Natural History. Thubten
Jigme Norbu was a co-founder of the
International Tibet Independence Move-
ment and began “freedom walks” to high-
light the Tibetan cause. He passed away
on September 5, 2008.

The Capital Area Tibetan Association
(CATA) held a prayer service for Jigme

Norbu at ICT’s Washington office on
Tuesday evening, February 15.
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Jigme Norbu raised awareness for Tibet through his
“freedom walks" until his death earlier this year.




Grand Teton Climb to Benefit the Rowell Fund
Make plans to join us in August.

If you can’t climb the Himalayas this year, try the American alternative: An annual four-day
adventure through the Grand Tetons, guided by Conrad Anker and Jimmy Chin. These veterans
of many Himalayan expeditions (both have summited Everest numerous times) and ICT Rowell
Advisory Board Members are eager to once again lead a small group of ICT members and staff
through one of America’s most spectacular mountain ranges.

The heart of the trip consists of three days and two nights on
the Grand Teton, where you will stay in a spectacular camp
perched over a glacier at 11,000 feet. Gourmet meals will be
provided by your guides. Porters will carry all of your camp-
ing gear, climbing equipment, food, etc. On the last day we will
split into two groups, with one group doing a more technical
and challenging route to the 13,770 foot summit of the Grand
Teton and the other doing non-technical lower summits
nearby.

The trip will begin in Jackson Hole, Wyoming on the evening
of Saturday, August 27 and will end late in the evening on Tues-
day, August 30. No previous climbing experience is required,
but all participants must be in good physical shape.

The cost of the trip is $5,000, of which $4,000 is a tax-deductible
donation to the Rowell Fund for Tibet, an ICT project that
raises grant money to support Tibetans who can make a
significant contribution to their community and/or an inter-
national audience in the fields of visual arts and media, and
environmental and women’s rights.

The Rowell Fund was started in 2003 by ICT and some of the
world’s top mountain climbers; colleagues and climbing part-
ners of Galen Rowell, a champion of the Tibetan environment
and culture. After Galen and his wife Barbara passed away in
August 2002, the Rowell Fund was created to carry on their
legacy within the Tibetan community.

For more information on the adventure, please contact Chris
Chaleunrath at chris.chaluenrath@savetibet.org.

Former political prisoner Ngawang Sangdrol climbing the Grand
Teton to benefit the Rowell Fund.
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The Dalai Lama's Relinquishing His Political Role:
Questions and answers

Here are some answers to questions ICT members have asked frequently since His Holiness
the Dalai Lama announced his desire to hand over his political power to the Kalon Tripa on

March 10, 2011.

What is the Dalai Lama

giving up?

He is relinquishing the last vestiges of his
formal governmental role in the Tibetan
government in exile (Central Tibetan Ad-
ministration, or CTA). These duties, en-
shrined in the Charter (constitution) of
Tibetans in exile, include summoning or
suspending the parliament, appointing
ministers, and holding referenda.

Is the Dalai Lama ending his
advocacy for the Tibetan people?

No. He says, “My desire to devolve au-
thority has nothing to do with a wish to
shirk responsibility,” and “as long as
Tibetans place their trust and faith in me,
I will continue to serve the cause of Tibet.”
He will continue to speak out on, and
speak with world leaders about, the
struggles facing Tibetans in Tibet.

Does this announcement affect
the Dalai Lama's spiritual role?

No. Recognized and venerated as the
14th reincarnation of the Bodhisattva of
Compassion, his spiritual role is intact
and inescapable. It is expected that he
will continue to travel the world to give
teachings.

Why is the Dalai Lama doing this?

He frames it as the culmination of a
decades-long transition to democracy,
which includes elections for an executive
and the legislature. He also puts it in con-
text of making the Tibetan people self-
reliant for any eventuality, including his
passing. He says, “it is necessary that we
establish a sound system of governance
while I remain able and healthy, in order
that the exile Tibetan administration can
become self-reliant rather than being de-
pendent on the Dalai Lama.”

What will happen to the dialogue
with the Chinese government?

The nine rounds of dialogue have been
between the Chinese authorities and the
envoys of the Dalai Lama. This issue may
become clearer as the parliament dis-
cusses matters like this.

What is the reaction of the Tibetan
people?

In their reverence for the Dalai Lama,
Tibetans almost universally follow his
guidance. His wish to cede his govern-
mental role has led to anxiety and debate
within Tibetan exile community (the

reaction of Tibetans inside Tibet is diffi-
cult to assess), as they contend with the
difference between his temporal and spir-
itual roles, and the responsibility that he
is seeking to cede to them.

What is the next step in this
process?

The Dalai Lama has asked that the
Tibetan parliament in exile make changes
to the Charter. Parliament is deliberating
this issue. The executive cabinet (Kashag),
which had on March 10 requested the
Dalai Lama not to take such a step has
now said that it is fully supportive of his
endeavor.

Who will “succeed” the Dalai Lama?

There is no single answer as it is not a
straightforward question. On the tempo-
ral side, the Dalai Lama is clearly handing
over full governmental responsibility to
the elected leaders of the exile popula-
tion. On the spiritual side, the question
falls to the religious process and politics
of the reincarnation issue. Tibetans say
his reincarnation is purely a religious
affair guided by the Dalai Lama’s in-
structions and senior lamas. The atheist
Chinese government claims that only it
can approve the next Dalai Lama.

We want to hear from you!

Please visit www.savetibet.org/survey to tell us a little bit
about yourself and why Tibet matters to you. The survey is
anonymous and will help us better communicate with our
supporters. If you would like to receive the survey via mail,
please send your request to us in the enclosed envelope.
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ICT Open House is July 12
Save the Date

ICT’s Washington headquarters will host an open
house on Tuesday, July 12. Please plan on joining us
to learn more about ICT’s work and meet fellow
ICT supporters.

Pass the Word — Help the Planet

When you're finished with this issue of Tibet Press
Watch, please consider passing it on to a friend
instead of throwing it out. Your thoughtfulness will
not only ease our carbon footprint in the world,
but help to spread awareness about the plight of
Tibetans and the mission of peace and compassion
of the Dalai Lama. Thank you.

On March 20th,
Tibetans in New
York City waited
patiently in line to

cast their ballots
in private voting
booths. The results
of the election
will be announced
in late April.
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