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On January 26 Lobsang Dhondup
was summarily executed after a trial that
China claims was closed due to unnamed
‘state secrets.’ Dhondup was sentenced to
death in connection with an April 2002
bomb blast in Chengdu, Sichuan.

“We strongly condemn this execu-
tion,” said Mary Beth Markey, U.S. Execu-
tive Director of International Campaign for
Tibet (ICT).

“There is absolutely no indication
that Lobsang Dhondup received a fair
trial,” Markey continued.

“The Chinese court should make
public the information that constitutes its
case and its justification for killing this
man,” Markey added.

A State Department official told ICT
that the U.S., which was denied a request
to have a representative present at the trial,
has serious concerns about the apparent
lack of transparency and due process in this
case.

The official also told ICT that the
Chinese Foreign Ministry had repeatedly
assured the U.S. that the Chinese Supreme
People’s Court would review the cases be-
fore any sentence was carried out, and that
it is not clear whether this review took place.

According to Chinese criminal law,
any death sentence passed by lower courts
has to be approved by the Chinese su-
preme people’s court.

Lorne Craner, U.S. Assistant Secre-
tary for Democracy, Human Rights and
Labor, specifically raised this case during

In late December the Dalai Lama
presented the International Campaign for
Tibet's Light of  Truth Award to the
people of India in recognition of their
critical assistance to the Tibetan people for
more than four decades.

“No nation or individual has
helped the Tibetan people in their time
of need more than India and the people
of India.  India's assistance and support
is unparalleled,” said Richard Gere, Chair-
man of the Board of the International
Campaign for Tibet.

Mr. Rabi Ray, a noted Indian politi-
cal leader and former speaker of the In-
dian Parliament, received the award on

ICT Honors People of India for
Providing Safe Haven to Tibetans

China Executes
Tibetan after
Closed Trial

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

An international coalition of Tibet
groups, including ICT, received informa-
tion in late January indicating that an addi-
tional ten Tibetan men were arrested in
connection with the case of popular Bud-
dhist leader Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and
attendant Lobsang Dhondup, who were
given death sentences in December. Lob-
sang Dhondup was executed on January
26 (see story, left).

Of the 12 Tibetans arrested, seven
are still being held by Chinese authorities

Additional Arrests Uncovered
in Death Sentence Case

ICT Board Chairman Richard Gere, former
President of India R. Venkataraman, former
Speaker of Indian Parliament Rabi Ray and
His Holiness the Dalai Lama at ICT’s Light of
Truth award ceremony in New Delhi
honoring the people of India.

RICHARD GERE SAYS INDIA’S ROLE IN PRESERVING TIBET'S
DISTINCT CIVILIZATION IS “UNPARALLELED”

IC
T

and three have been summarily tried and
sentenced, according to an unnamed
source that has been in contact with the
International Campaign for Tibet, Stu-
dents for a Free Tibet and Free Tibet Cam-
paign.

“This information raises serious
concerns – about these ten additional ar-
rests, about the apparently widening scope
of this case and about the possibility that
China may have withheld this informa-
tion in recent human rights talks,” said
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After much reflection on my work
for ICT in India, I was fortunate to de-
liver the following remarks to a warm
crowd - and before the Dalai Lama - at
our December Light of  Truth Awards
ceremony in New Delhi:

“Namaskar, Tashi Delek.
“Your Holiness, honored guests

and friends, it is a privilege and blessing
to join in this gathering as a representa-
tive of the International Campaign for
Tibet (ICT).  I would like to thank His
Excellency Shri Venkataraman and Kasur
Tashi Wangdi for inviting ICT to present
the Light of  Truth Award at the Tibetan
Festival of  Compassion.  I would also
like to thank the festival coordinators —
Mr. Penba Tsering, Ms. Rebon Banergee,
Mr. Jamyang Dorjee, Dr. Manoj Kumar,
Mr. Kunjo Tashi, and Dr. N.K. Trikha
— for every assistance provided to our
advance staff in New Delhi.

“As advocates around the world
for the Tibetan people, the leadership,
staff and membership of ICT attach
great significance to the selection each year
of  the Light of  Truth Award recipient,
as the people selected embody the very
mission of our organization.  In gener-
osity of spirit and resources, and pro-
found sympathy for the circumstances
that have brought so many Tibetans to
seek refuge here, the people of India play
a critical role — recognized and supported
internationally — in sustaining the Ti-
betan diaspora until such a time when
Tibetans can return home.

“Certainly, the scope of  India’s help
to the Tibetan people is unmatched.  The
question then arises as to why ICT is only
now recognizing the contribution of the
Indian people?  It is simply that our or-
ganization was established in the United
States, our primary goal was to build sup-
port there, and our focus was somewhat
narrow.  Now, with additional offices in
Amsterdam and Berlin, we are working

consciously and effectively internationally.
Then, of course, the people of India be-
came our first and obvious choice for this
Light of  Truth Award — A recognition long
overdue.

“ICT is especially honored that Shri
Rabi Ray, a long-serving member of  our
International Council of Advisors and the
President of the Indo-Tibetan Friendship
Society, will accept the Light of  Truth on
behalf of the people of India.  If I may
paraphrase Shri Rabi Ray, himself, “there is
no barrier between the peace-loving people
of India and the peace-loving people of Ti-
bet.”  As the membership of ICT contin-
ues to grow, we hope to embrace more and
more Indian friends and work
collaboratively toward our goal of a full
measure of freedoms for the Tibetan people
and genuine self-rule in Tibet.

“Today, we are in a period of  renewed
hope.  His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s en-
voys have recently been to Beijing and Lhasa.
Now we must all work together in our own
unique capacities to create the causes and
conditions in India, in America, and around
the world to help achieve a peaceful solu-
tion for Tibet.

“Again, let me express my sincere
thanks to you all for receiving ICT and our
guests from the U.S. Congress so warmly
to New Delhi.  And, a special thank you,
Your Holiness, for extending through your
presence in India, an opportunity for so
many Americans to come to know and love
the Indian people and their magnificent
country, as I do.

“At this point, I happily exercise my
responsibility to introduce the Chairman of
the Board of the International Campaign
for Tibet, Richard Gere, a strong and reso-
nant voice for the Tibetan people and the
truth that their struggle represents.  Please
join me in welcoming our dear friend, Rich-
ard Gere.”

Mary Beth Markey
U.S. Executive Director  

A Privilege and Blessing:
Recognizing India’s Support of Tibetans

1825 K Street, NW, Suite 520
Washington, D.C. 20006

202-785-1515 tel
info@savetibet.org

ICT  Europe
Keizersgracht 302

1016 EX Amsterdam
The Netherlands
20-330-8265 tel

icteurope@savetibet.org

ICT Deutschland e.V.
Marienstr. 30

10117 Berlin, Germany
+49 (0) 30 27879086 tel

ict-d@savetibet.org

www.savetibet.org
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U.S.-China Human Rights Dialogue

In December ICT hosted three staff
members of key congressional support-
ers on a ten-day trip to India and Nepal
that focused on the situation of Tibetan
refugees who flee persecution and seek ref-
uge in those two countries.

The congressional staff participants
were Kelly Dougherty, Legislative Assis-
tant to Congressman Steve Rothman of
New Jersey; Matthew Hill, Legislative As-
sistant to Senator Gordon Smith of Or-
egon; and Jeannette Windon, Legislative
Director for Congressman Mark Kirk of
Illinois.  They were accompanied by Kelley
Currie, ICT’s Director of  Government
Relations, and Mary Beth Markey, ICT’s
Executive Director.

The trip began in Kathmandu,
Nepal, where the group met with repre-

sentatives of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), the government of
Nepal, and the local Tibetan community.
They also had an opportunity to meet with
the U.S. Ambassador to Nepal, Michael
Malinowski, and the Dalai Lama’s Repre-
sentative in Kathmandu.

Official meetings focused on the de-
teriorating security situation for Tibetans in
Nepal.  The congressional staff members
raised concerns about Tibetan refugees who
had been arrested by the Nepalese govern-
ment and urged the Nepalese government
to resolve the situation expeditiously. The
group toured the Tibetan Refugee Recep-
tion Center and spent several hours inter-
viewing newly-arrived refugees about their
arduous trek across the Himalayas.

In Dharamsala, the delegation met

with a number of officials from the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administration (CTA), includ-
ing Kalon Tripa (Chairman) S. Rinpoche.
They had an extensive audience with His
Holiness the Karmapa, where the young
lama shared his insights about religious free-
dom in Tibet and situation of the Panchen
Lama.

The delegation toured several major
educational and cultural institutions, includ-
ing the Norbulingka Institute, the Transit
School, the Tibetan Children’s Village and
the Mentseekhang Traditional Medical
School, where they learned about the ex-
tensive efforts to preserve the Tibetan cul-
ture, language and religion in exile.  They
also visited the Refugee Reception Center
in Dharamsala, where they heard the pow-
erful stories of former political prisoners
who had recently escaped Tibet.

On their return to New Delhi, the
group had meetings with the U.S. Embassy
staff and a representative of the Indian
Foreign Ministry. Following a meeting with
ICT Board Chairman Richard Gere, the
group had a powerful audience with His
Holiness the Dalai Lama.  They then ob-
served the closing ceremonies of  the Ti-
betan Festival of  Compassion, where His
Holiness  presented the ICT Light of  Truth
award to the People of  India (see story,
page 1).

“ICT did an excellent job of show-
ing the Congressional staff the depth of
the issues facing Tibetans,” said Hill.

“What was particularly striking about
my experience along the path of Tibetan
refugees in Nepal and India was the rich-
ness of spirit seen in these people - chil-
dren, parents and the elderly alike.

“Despite the difficulty of their jour-
ney and the uncertainty of their condition,
I saw the power of hope alive in those on
the path to rejoining His Holiness and par-
ticipation in a fully Tibetan community, al-
beit in exile.” 

ICT Leads Congressional Staff Delegation to India
and Nepal

In mid-December, Lorne Craner,
U.S. Assistant Secretary of  State for Hu-
man Rights, Democracy and Labor led a
delegation to Beijing to participate in the
latest round of  the U.S.-China bilateral
Human Rights dialogue.  The delegation
included the U.S. Ambassador at Large
for International Religious Freedom and
the special assistant of the Special Coor-
dinator for Tibetan Issues.  Human rights
abuses in Tibet featured prominently
among the issues raised by the U.S. del-
egation, including the situation of the
Panchen Lama, the condition of Ngawang
Sangdrol, and the cases of  Tenzin Delek
Rinpoche and Lobsang Dhondup, who
were sentenced to death a week prior to
the start of the dialogue.

In its post-trip comments, the del-
egation announced that China had agreed
for the first time to extend unconditional
invitations to the United Nations’s spe-
cial rapporteurs on religious intolerence

and torture, and the UN Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention.  These invitations
were cited as “significant, because in taking
them Chinese officials have acknowledged
that their human rights practices fall short
of international standards.”

After two days of formal discussions
in Beijing, Assistant Secretary Craner and the
delegation traveled to Urumqi, the capital
of  Xinxiang (East Turkistan), to “deliver
President Bush’s message that...no nation
can use the war on terror as an excuse to
repress its minorities.”  In August 2002,
the Bush Administration added a Uighur
group, the East Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment, to a terrorism watch list that sub-
jected it to financial controls.  A number of
human rights organizations criticized the
move, speculating that this group was added
to the terrorism list as a favor to China,
which is waging a vigorous campaign to
quash Uighur independence movements in
Xinxiang. 
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ICT’s fifteen-year anniversary holds
a special significance for one of its younger
offices, ICT Europe (ICT-E). After ICT-
E was established in 1999 in Amsterdam,
the ICT family became both a truly inter-
national human rights institution and a
networked force operating across the
globe toward a negotiated solution for
the Tibetan people. Today, members
of ICT Europe are at the forefront of the
movement, helping to bring freedom and
democracy to Tibet. This commitment
enables us to be one of the most effective
forces generating active support
for Tibet in Europe.

With the gradual and steady
strengthening of the European Union
there have been efforts in the past few
years to formulate a cohesive EU policy
on China. This policy is still taking shape
and has been quite tenuous with regard
to the ongoing and serious human rights
violations in China and Tibet. The EU-
China human rights dialogue, for ex-
ample, has not delivered any substantial
progress since its inception. ICT Europe
concentrates on developing parliamentar-
ian efforts on Tibet-related initiatives. By
fueling a more committed political drive
in the governmental bodies of  the EU,
ICT Europe is contributing to the work
and momentum of other groups that
bring recognition and support for the Ti-
betan cause.

One of the main focuses of ICT
Europe is to mobilize European Parlia-
mentarian support for Tibet. Given that
the European Parliament traditionally is
an important force for human rights and
regularly expresses its concerns for the Ti-
betan plight, ICT-E seeks to enhance in-
ter-parliamentary communication, both
within Europe and between the U.S. Con-
gress and the European Parliaments. An-
other aspect of  ICT-E’s lobby at the Eu-
ropean Parliament is to provide infor-
mation on the current situation in Tibet
to Members of  Parliament . To this end,
ICT-E holds regular briefings for the In-

tergroup for Tibet at the European Parliament
on various aspects on the Tibet issue.  

Efforts to participate effectively in the
UN forum, in particular at the Human Rights
Commission, have been one of ICT
Europe’s top priorities. ICT-E works inten-
sively at the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights in Geneva urging govern-
ments from around the world to help in ef-
forts to improve human rights in Tibet and
vote for resolutions condemning China’s
records there.

It is evident that there is genuine inter-
est and willingness amongst European citi-
zens to help make a difference for Tibet. Since
its establishment in 1999, ICT Europe’s
membership has grown rapidly to include
more than 18,000 active members in the
Netherlands, making ICT Europe one of the
largest Tibetan membership organizations in
Europe.  In addition to providing a neces-
sary means of funding for our activities, our
membership program forms an essential part
of our efforts to campaign for the funda-
mental freedoms of Tibetans. Our members
are informed with up-to-date information on

ICT Europe: A Closer Look

ICT Europe (clockwise from top): Tsering
Jampa, Executive Director, Maureen
Nelson, Program Coordinator;  Susan
Mizrahi, Program Coordinator; Rutger
Brouwer, Program Assistant; and Myra
de Rooy, Membership Coordinator.

environmental, political and human rights
issues affecting Tibetans. Through our cam-
paigns, our members make their voices heard
consistently and effectively in the European
Union, national European governments,
at the UN, in corporate boardrooms and
elsewhere. ICT Europe intends to expand
the membership program to other coun-
tries in Europe.

Among its accomplishments in the
last three years, ICT Europe has:

- Launched a major ICT exhibit on
the missing Panchen Lama and the current
situation in Tibet while His Holiness the
Dalai Lama headed Kalachakra teachings and
initiations in Graz, Austria, with some
10,000 participants from 70 countries.

- Screened the film Tibet’s Stolen
Child during the teaching of His Holiness
the Dalai lama in Lerab Ling, France, to
10,000 people from across Europe as part
of  ICT’s ongoing campaign for the release
of the Panchen Lama.

- Worked with ICT-U.S. and the newly
established ICT-Germany, in the first inter-
nationally coordinated effort of all three ICT
offices, to conduct the 2002 Light of  Truth
Awards in Graz, Austria.

- Joined European Tibet Support
Groups as part of the UN Tibet team to
mobilize governments at the UN Human
Rights Commission in Geneva. 

- Participated in the UN World Con-
ference against Racism in Durban, South
Africa, as part of the Tibetan Delegation.  

- Organized a European tour of Ti-
betan former political prisoners.

- Co-organized two European Par-
liamentarian Conferences on Tibet.

 - Co-sponsored the European Par-
liamentarian Conference on Human Rights
in Tibet in Bern, Switzerland.  

- Co-organized the 5th European
Peace March in Austria (10th march).

- Coordinated European Parliamen-
tarian support against the proposed World
Bank Project in Tibet.  

- Begun publication of the Dutch lan-
guage newsletter Tibet Journaal. 
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On December 19, 2002, the Euro-
pean Parliament unanimously passed a
resolution focusing on both the human
rights situation in Tibet and on the cases
of  Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and Lobsang
Dhondup, who were sentenced to death
by China in suspect trial proceedings. The
sentences have sparked international out-
cry, as the trials are widely characterized by
human rights groups as unfair and politi-
cally motivated (see page 1).

Mr. Thomas Mann (MEP), Chair-
man of the Tibet Intergroup of the Euro-
pean Parliament tabled the resolution in
the urgencies debate of the EP plenary ses-
sion in Strasbourg. In a speech to the EP,
delivered in German, he questioned the
motivations behind recent gestures of the
Chinese government, such as the release
of Tibetan political prisoner Ngawang
Sangdrol, and the timing of these death
sentences considering the recent leadership
changeover announcement from Beijing.
He added that Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and

Lobsang Dhondup clearly did not receive
fair trials and that international norms
had been disregarded. Stating that while
the battle against terrorism is necessary
and supported by all, it cannot be done
without the rule of  law.

Several major political parities of
the EP rallied to table the resolution, in-
cluding the Christian Democrats, Greens
and Social Democrats. This action closely
follows the European Parliamentarian
Conference on Tibet (November 14-15,
2002), which resulted in a resolution call-
ing for the establishment of an EU Spe-
cial Representative to Tibet, along the
lines of  the U.S. Special Coordinator for
Tibet, currently Undersecretary of State
Paula Dobriansky.

International Campaign for Tibet
Europe, joined Office of Tibet, Brus-
sels, and other groups in urging the Eu-
ropean Parliament and the European
Union to intervene on behalf  of  Tenzin
Delek Rinpoche and Lobsang Dhondup.

European Parliament Passes Resolution on Two
Tibetans Given Death Sentences

According to the text of the Decem-
ber 19 resolution, the European Parliament:

- “Reiterates its support for the rule
of law and urges the Chinese government
to immediately commute the death sen-
tences given to Tenzin Delek and Lobsang
Dhondup;

- “Expresses its dismay about the
imprisonment and isolation of  Tenzin
Delek and Lobsang Dhondup for eight
months from the time of their arrest until
the time of the trial;

- “...asks for an immediate review of
the case and calls on the Chinese authori-
ties to do all in its power to ascertain that
international human rights and humani-
tarian law standards are being respected and,
in particular, to guarantee internationally
recognised legal proceedings for those who
have been arrested;

- “Underlines the importance of the
fight against terrorism, but this must go
hand in hand with the rule of  law.” 

Thousands of Tibet supporters are
expected to assemble in Brussels on Sun-
day March 9, 2003, to  Join hands and cre-
ate a visually spectacular human chain of
solidarity for the Tibetan cause, assembling
around the European Union institutions
(Commission, Council and Parliament).
While honouring those that died at the
hands of Chinese authorities, the partici-
pants will be calling on the EU to estab-
lish a cohesive policy towards Tibet and to
persuade China to establish formal dia-
logue with the Tibetan government-in-
exile.

Tibetan National Uprising Day is
recognized annually across the world and
is honored on a large-scale in Europe ev-
ery two years. Tibetan National Uprising

Day calls international attention to China’s
brutality over Tibet and its people. It
marks the day when
the Tibetan people
rose against the oc-
cupying armies of
China. Outnum-
bered by the
People’s Liberation
Army, thousands
of Tibetan civilians and soldiers lost their
lives on March 10, 1959, in defending their
country and their leader, the Dalai Lama.

The day consequently remains of
great significance to the Tibetan people,
both in Tibet and in exile. Tibetan exiles
and Tibet supporters are expected to come
from across Europe to participate in this

non-violent gathering.
A ‘Tibetan Village’ encompassing

stalls, food, live music and other activities
will be set up at the Esplanade du
Cinquantenaire on Sunday, March 9. Par-
ticipants of the human Chain for Change
in Tibet will gather there at 12:00pm with
events ending at approximately 5:00pm.

The event is being jointly organized
by the Tibetan Community of Belgium,
Les Amis du Tibet and Vrienden Van Ti-
bet (Belgium), TSG Netherlands, Les
Amis du Tibet (Luxembourg) and ICT-
Europe. For more information, contact:

(English): Jean-Paul Neusy +32-
2-7621459; (French)/Fax: +32-2-
5440803; E-mail: amistibet.be@tibet-
info.org  

HUMAN CHAIN WILL MARK TIBETAN NATIONAL UPRISING DAY IN BRUSSELS
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Tibetan Youth Leadership Program –
Europe 2003

Since 2001, the International Cam-
paign for Tibet (ICT) has twice sponsored
an intensive training program for Tibetan
youth in the United States. This successful
program has been designed to encourage and
train young Tibetans to take leadership posi-
tions within the Tibetan community. It has
provided participants with the opportunity
to build professional and social networks,
enhance their skills and become familiar with
important institutions and leaders.

In July 2003, this program will take
place for the first time in Europe. The pro-
gram aims to equip participants with the nec-
essary knowledge and skills to empower them
in their work for the Tibetan cause. It will
nurture young Tibetans to act now and in
the future, converting their energy and con-
victions into a powerful force for change and
activism.

The Tibetan Youth Leadership Pro-
gram – Europe 2003 will be held in Brussels,

Belgium, from Friday 4 – Wednesday 9
July 2003.

The intensive four-day program
will consist of workshops, discussions,
and media training. Participants will learn
directly from experts in the fields of inter-
national law, Tibetan history and Tibet
activism. They will be exposed to impor-
tant issues including the right to self-de-
termination, non-violence, democracy and
China’s perspective of  Tibet.

The program will have a particular
emphasis on effectively campaigning the
European Union and the United Nations.
Participants will therefore also be taught
key campaigning techniques including
public speaking, media relations and lob-
bying. English will be the medium of  in-
struction. The four-day program will co-
incide with the Dalai Lama’s  68th Birthday
celebrations.

All Tibetans in Europe aged be-

tween 17 – 27 years are eligible to apply
for the program. The final number of
participants is envisaged between 10 – 15
people, ideally representing a cross-section
of  the European Tibetan community.
Applicants will be required to provide
details of their educational and commu-
nity service background in a brief  CV and
to complete a short questionnaire.

Full details of the application pro-
cess and the questionnaire can be down-
loaded from the ICT website:
www.savetibet.org.

Participants will be chosen based on
the content and caliber of the informa-
tion they provide.

 All applications must be received
by Wednesday, 16 April 2003.

Further details of the proposed
program and/or the application process
can be obtained by contacting ICT-Eu-
rope:

Enquiries:
Susan Mizrahi
susanm@savetibet.org
+31 (0) 20 3308265

OR
Dechen Pemba
dechenp@savetibet.org
+ 49 30 27879086

Website:
www.savetibet.org

Mail:
‘Tibetan Youth Leadership
Program 2003’
International Campaign for Tibet
– Europe
Keizersgracht 302
1016 EX Amsterdam
The Netherlands
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By Lodi Gyaltsen Gyari

Chagdud Tulku Rinpoche, a member
of  ICT’s Board of  Advisors, passed away in
the early morning hours of November 17,
2002, at Khandro Ling, his main center in
Brazil.  Rinpoche was a highly accomplished
teacher and practitioner.  He was among the
last few remaining traditional masters who
received his training in Tibet before the oc-
cupation.  To me, he was a teacher and a
close friend.

To me it feels as though each time a
Tibetan master such as Rinpoche passes away
it is as if  part of  Tibet’s heritage is lost for-
ever.  I must also admit that each time such
a loss is experienced, a sense of anger and
bitterness arises as to why are we denied the
opportunity to spend the last days of our
lives in the country of our birth.  However,
I know that these sentiments are in contra-
diction to what Chagdud Tulku taught.

I would like to share with you part of
a letter that he wrote to his students before
his death, which is also the best way to un-
derstand more about him:

I find the currents of the deep dis-
quiet over what is evolving in the world.
We seem to be living in the presence of
an invisible but razor-sharp sword, that
suddenly slices through the existence
as we know it. As practitioners we

Chagdud Tulku Rinpoche: 1930 – 2002

Chagdud Tulku Rinpoche

should neither deny its presence nor
yield to the anxiety and fear but
rather use it to whet the precision of
our choices and the keenness of our
skilful means…Pray that the hard-
heartedness and the righteous an-
ger that are so prevalent soften and
that moral discipline, patience and
virtue will pervade.

This passage not only illustrates
what kind of person he was, but it also
reflects the greatness of the Tibetan civi-
lization, which he fully represented.
The message is universal and filled with
compassion for all sentient beings.

On behalf of all of us at the
International Campaign for Tibet, we
send our deepest condolences to his
family, Khandro Jane Tromge and his
son Tulku Jigme Tromge Rinpoche,
and to his Sangha worldwide.  

As an indication of increasing atten-
tion on Tibet in the Chinese democracy com-
munity, a conference organized by the Foun-
dation for China in the 21st Century in No-
vember included a special session on “The
Dalai Lama’s Middle Path Theory and Eth-
nic Conflicts in China.”

The conference, Third Interethnic
Leadership Conference, was held in Newton,
MA, from November 7 to 10, 2002, and was
attended by Tibetans, Taiwanese, Chinese de-
mocracy activists and journalists.

Mr. Tsegyam Ngapa, a Tibetan expert
on Chinese politics and the deputy head of
the Religious Foundation of H.H. the Dalai
Lama in Taiwan, told the special session that
the Dalai Lama’s Middle Way Approach was
pragmatic and took into consideration the
interests of not only the Tibetan people but
also of the Chinese people.  A Chinese de-

mocracy activist and Taiwanese representa-
tives discussed the implication of the Dalai
Lama’s Middle Way approach on China as
well as on Cross-Straits relations.

The Tibetan delegation to the con-
ference included Mr. Sonam Norbu Dagpo,
Additional Secretary in the Tibetan Depart-
ment of Information and International
Relations in Dharamsala, Mr. Tsewang
Phuntso, Liaison Officer for South America
at the Office of  Tibet in New York, Mr.
Pema Shastri, a Tibetan writer based in Bos-
ton, and Rinchen Tashi and Bhuchung
Tsering from the International Campaign
for Tibet.

Rinchen Tashi talked about the con-
troversial 17 Point Agreement that China
signed with Tibetan representatives in 1951
and compared it with the One Country, Two
Systems policy of present-day China.

Bhuchung Tsering talked about the Past,
Present and Future of Tibet. The Tibetan
community in Boston presented a taste
of Tibetan culture to the conference del-
egates.

The Foundation for China in the
21st Century is set up by Chinese intellec-
tuals and democracy activists to undertake
activities concerning the strategies for the
democratization of China. It has also taken
the lead to work with other Chinese schol-
ars to draft a democratic Federal Constitu-
tion for a free China.  The Foundation has
worked with the International Campaign
for Tibet (ICT) in organizing meetings be-
tween the Dalai Lama and Tibetan repre-
sentatives with Chinese scholars to dis-
cuss the issue of Tibet.

ICT was a co-sponsor of the Third
Interethnic Leadership Conference. 

Chinese Conference Discusses Dalai Lama’s Middle Way Approach
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ICT Looks Back on 15 Years of Working for Tibet

1988: First U.S. congressional staff delega-
tion to India and Nepal: Bob King, Alan
MacDougal, Paul Berkowitz, Keith Pitts,
Karen Muchin, Kathleen Bertlesen, His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama, Kay King and Mary
Beth Markey (current ICT Executive Direc-
tor). Far right, John Ackerly (current Presi-
dent).  Since 1988 ICT has taken several con-
gressional staff and Member delegations to
India, Nepal and on occasion to Tibet.

1989: Military patrolling the Barkhor after
martial law was imposed in Lhasa at mid-
night on March 7, 1989, following pro-inde-
pendence demonstrations. Martial law was
lifted on May 1, 1990, after hundreds of Ti-
betans were detained and questioned.  Many
were imprisoned, tortured or severely beaten.
Some remain in jail to this day.

1990: Drapchi, the most infamous prison in
Tibet.  In 1990, ICT began a project to photo-
graph all major prisons and detention facili-
ties on the Tibetan Plateau to counter China’s
claims and prove the extent of China’s prison
system in Tibet. Drapchi housed some of

Tibet’s greatest leaders and activists: Yulo
Dawa Tsering, Ngawang Sangdrol,
Ngawang Phulchung and Takna Jigme
Sangpo, who was released last year.

1991: Congressional leadership ceremony
in the Capitol Rotunda to welcome His
Holiness the Dalai Lama.  Congress sub-
sequently passes the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act which includes the sense
of the Congress that Tibet is an occupied
country under the established principles
of international law.  The Act becomes
Public Law 102-22 when signed by Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush, on October 28,
1991.

1992: ICT begins documenting the envi-
ronmental devastation in Tibet and publi-
cizes the denuding of sensitive areas in
Eastern Tibet.  Several years later, China
orders a halt to all forestry in this area
because rapid and destructive cutting prac-
tices caused tons of silt to clog up dams
and many other harmful downstream side
effects.

1993: ICT helps coordinate the first meeting
between the Dalai Lama and President
Clinton and Vice President Gore.  ICT also
worked with congressional and administra-
tion officials to ensure that Tibetan issues were
included in the President’s Executive Order
conditioning Most Favored Nation trading sta-
tus for China on improvements in human
rights.

1994: His Holiness the Dalai Lama at a
speech before the Chinese American com-
munity in Boston, one of many similar occa-
sions that ICT arranged  With financial sup-
port from the National Endowment for De-
mocracy, ICT continues this work and pub-
lishes a Chinese Language newsletter,
Liaowang Xizang.

1995: Tibetan women at the United Nations
Women’s Conference in Beijing make a defi-
ant gesture that was carried by major news-
papers and magazines around the world.  ICT
sponsored the attendance of two delegates.  
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1996: In May 1995, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima,
the six year-old boy identified by His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama as the 11th Panchen
Lama, disappeared. In May 1996, the Chi-
nese leadership admitted to holding him and
his family in “protective custody.”  No inter-
national agency or human rights organiza-
tion—including the United Nations—has
been allowed to see the Panchen Lama or
his family.  

1997: Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
addresses thousands of Tibet supporters in
front of the White House at the Let Freedom
Ring rally during President Jiang Zemin’s visit
to the United States.  Other speakers (from
left to right) Ani Panchen, Lodi Gyari, Bill
Schulz, Gary Bauer, Xiao Qiang, Biannca
Jagger, Adam Yauch and Kerry Kennedy
Cuomo.

1998: ICT has worked with Congress for more
than 10 years to secure funds to help refu-
gees get medical care and other assistance
in Kathmandu before they move on to India.
ICT hired photojournalist Nancy Jo Johnson
to document the refugee exodus and write

about her experiences on our website,

www.savetibet.org. This young Tibetan had
both feet amputated after crossing a 19,000
foot pass to escape to exile.

1999: Lodi Gyari, Gregory Craig (first Spe-
cial Coordinator for Tibetan Issues), His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama, Julia Taft (second Tibet
Coordinator) and Paula Dobriansky (third and
current Tibet Coordinator).  The central ob-
jective of the State Department’s Special Co-
ordinator for Tibetan Issues is to help bring
about negotiations between the Chinese gov-
ernment and the Dalai Lama or his repre-
sentatives. Undersecretary Paula Dobriansky
is the highest-ranking U.S. official to hold
this position.

2000: Because of opposition from local Ti-
betans and pressure from ICT, Tibet support
groups, and environmental groups from
around the world, a World Bank resettle-
ment project that would have moved 58,000
settlers into Tibetan areas is cancelled.  

2001: In March 2001, ICT held its first annual
Tibetan Youth Leadership Training Program
in Washington, D.C., with 15 young Tibetans

from across the country. The program is
designed to provide legislative, media and
human rights training to young Tibetans
aspiring to leadership positions in their
communities. This year’s training is being
held in Brussels and focuses on outreach
to institutions of the European Union (see
page 6).

2002: On January 20, 2002, Chinese au-
thorities released Ngawang Choephel on
medical parole after serving more than 6
years of an 18-year sentence on charges
of espionage while filming traditional arts
in Tibet.  Ngawang was the first of several
prisoners in 2002 who were released early,
including Takna Jigme Sangpo, who at 76
years of age was Tibet’s longest-serving
political prisoner.

2003: ICT continues to campaign on be-
half of political prisoners, including the
prominent lama Tenzin Delek Rinpoche,

who was detained in
April 2002 and sen-
tenced to death with a
two year reprieve. He
and Lobsang Dhondup,
who was also sentenced
to death,  were accused
of involvement in an al-
leged bomb blast. Lob-

sang Dhondup was executed on January
26, 2003, but ICT continues to work vigor-
ously on behalf of Tenzin Delek Rinpoche
and other Tibetans detained in connection

with this case. 
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the U.S.-China human rights dialogue in
December.

“We fully expect the U.S. government
to make a formal protest that reflects its
strong interest in this case,” Markey contin-
ued.

Lodi Gyari, the Special Envoy of the
Dalai Lama said that he had “asked directly
and indirectly that this case be dealt with
fairly and with due process of  law.”

“I am gravely concerned that the Chi-
nese have taken this action without such
considerations,” Gyari continued.

Lobsang Dhondup was reportedly
accused of “inciting separatism,” “causing
explosions” and “illegal possession of guns
and ammunition” in connection with an
April bomb blast that injured several people
in Chengdu. He is connected to several other
bombings through an alleged confession
after he was picked up by authorities near
the site of the Chengdu bomb blast in April
2002.

In the Chinese system, confessions
from detained individuals are often received
through coercion. There has been no inde-
pendent confirmation of the nature of Lob-
sang Dhondup’s confession.

Regarding the alleged bombings,
there is no indication of any escalation of
violence from Tibetans in general or, in this
case, that those acts were aimed at causing
loss of life.

No one was killed at the incident at
Chengdu, for which Lobsang Dhondup was
taken into custody. There were no fatalities
in any of the other incidents except for one
in the town of Kandze on October 3, 2001,
in which one person was killed.

The other Tibetan sentenced in this
case, Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, is a popular
Buddhist leader.

He is known for his allegiance to the
Dalai Lama and involvement in Tibetan
community-based activities, such as build-
ing schools, monasteries and health clinics
in poor Tibetan areas, and it is likely that the
move against him and those connected to
him was politically motivated.

ICT CONDEMNS EXECUTION AFTER CLOSED TRIAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We fear that Lobsang Dhondup has
been executed by the Chinese authorities to
serve a political agenda,” said Markey.

Other prominent Buddhist figures in
Kandze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
have been targets of recent official actions:
Sonam Phuntsok, was sentenced to five years
in prison for allegedly bombing a medical
clinic; and Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok, was taken
into custody from the religious encampment
at Larung Gar, where he taught and where
thousands of monks and nuns were expelled
and their dwellings demolished.

One connection among these lamas is
that they have not only focused on spiritual
education but have also involved themselves
in social welfare among the Tibetan people.

This tightening of repression comes
at a time when the Chinese government is
sweepingly branding political activities as acts
of terrorism following the September 11 in-
cident.

Amendments to the Chinese Criminal
Law adopted in December 2001 place severe
punishments for those who “organize or lead
a terrorist organization” from three years to
ten years’ imprisonment to between ten years
and life (article 120 of the Criminal Law). The
term “terrorist organization” is not defined
thereby allowing a broad and ambiguous
range of interpretation including non-violent
political activities.

“We are deeply concerned that the Chi-
nese are using these isolated incidents to gen-
erally characterize Tibetan political dissent as
terrorism in the post-9/11 era,” said Markey.

Tenzin Delek Rinpoche’s appeal on his
death sentence was rejected yesterday, accord-
ing to China’s state-run Xinhua News Agency,
which would leave him with a death sentence
suspended for two years.

If you wish to share your concerns
about this information with the Chinese
embassy in Washington, D.C., you can con-
tact the embassy at:

 chinaembassy_us@fmprc.gov.cn   
· Tel:(202)328-2500    
· Fax:(202)588-0032 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mary Beth Markey, Executive Director of  the
International Campaign for Tibet’s Wash-
ington office.

All of the Tibetan prisoners, includ-
ing those now released, had been tortured
in custody according to the source. Two Ti-
betan boys have also reportedly disappeared.

“Allegations of  torture, an apparent
lack of due judicial process and the revela-
tion that a third Tibetan has also been sen-
tenced in connection with this case are all
deeply troubling,” said Anne Callaghan of
London’s Free Tibet Campaign.

In addition to Tenzin Delek Rinpoche
and Lobsang Dondup, a Tibetan man
named Jortse (a.k.a. Jotse or Tserang
Dondrup) has been tried and sentenced to
five years in prison by Chinese authorities.

Jortse, who is 65 to 70 years old, was
arrested approximately one month after
Tenzin Delek Rinpoche. He is a village leader
who had reportedly collected 20,000 peti-
tion signatures on behalf  of  Tenzin Delek
Rinpoche. According to the source, he has
lost most movement and flexibility in his
legs since his arrest.

The other Tibetans still detained by
Chinese authorities are: Tsultrim Dargye (36),
Tamdrin Tsering (33), Ashar (or Aka)
Dhargye (40) and Tashi Phuntsok (39).

The U.S. delegation to the recent U.S.-
China human rights dialogue took up the
cases of  Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and
Lobsang Dondup at the mid-December dia-
logue.

“If this information proves to be true
then it raises serious concerns about China’s
sincerity towards the human rights dialogue
process,” said Markey.

“Beijing can’t just duck responsibility
or claim ignorance on such an important
case – especially as the scope of the case con-
tinues to expand,” said John Hocevar, Ex-
ecutive Director of  New York-based Stu-

At Least Twelve
Arrested in Death
Sentence Case

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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behalf of the people of India during the
closing ceremony of  the Tibetan Festival of
Compassion in New Delhi, India, on De-
cember 18, 2002.

India is the source of Tibetan spiri-
tual and cultural heritage.  The Dalai Lama
very succinctly defined the nature of the re-
lationship between India and Tibet by say-
ing that India is the Guru (Teacher) and
Tibet is its Chela (disciple).  In recent times,
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan people have
been inspired by the great Indian leader
Mahatma Gandhi's teachings of non-vio-
lence, tolerance and compassion.

 "Under the leadership of His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama and with the compas-
sionate support of the people of India, the
Tibetan people have been able to rebuild
both their secular and monastic institutions
so that Tibet’s distinctive identity could sur-

vive and flourish," Gere added.
The Light of  Truth award was es-

tablished in 1994. The award honors those
who have made significant contributions
to Tibet and the Tibetan people and is
one of the most prestigious in the Tibet
movement.

Past recipients include: Heinrich
Harrer, author of  Seven Years in Tibet;
the late Hugh Richardson, the head of
the British Indian diplomatic mission in
Lhasa; Madame Danielle Mitterrand,
former first lady of  France; U.S. Senator
Claiborne Pell, former Chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee; and Mr.
A.M. Rosenthal, former editor of the New
York Times.

The Light of  Truth Award Presen-
tation was co-hosted by His Excellency R.
Venkataraman, former Indian President,

Dalai Lama Presents ICT’s Light of Truth Award to People of India
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lodi Gyari, Special envoy of the Dalai
Lama, and Richard Gere, Chairman of
ICT’s Board of Directors, at ICT’s
reception following the Light of Truth
awards ceremony in New Delhi, India.
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and Kasur Tashi Wangdi, Representative of
H.H. the Dalai Lama, Chairman and Secre-
tary, respectively, of  the Tibetan Festival of
Compassion. 

CHINA AVOIDS DISCUSSING ADDITIONAL ARRESTS IN RIGHTS TALKS

dents for a Free Tibet.
“At least a dozen arrests, interroga-

tions, allegations of torture and detention
without trial, and denial of proper repre-
sentation for a death sentence appeal point
to a level of lawlessness and repression that
is unacceptable for a modern government,”
Hocevar continued.

Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and Lobsang
Dondup were taken into custody follow-
ing an April 2002 bomb blast in Chengdu.
Tenzin Delek Rinpoche was held incom-
municado for eight months until the day
of the trial. After his sentencing, he report-
edly began a hunger strike to protest his
treatment in detention, which sources say
has included torture, and because Chinese
authorities have denied him a fair trial.

Two prominent Chinese lawyers,
Zhang Sizhi and Li Huigeng, were denied
permission to represent Tenzin Delek
Rinpoche in his appeal process, which was
to begin January 10. U.S. and UK govern-
ment officials, who requested a representa-
tive be present at the appeal hearing, believe

a lengthy review process is likely.
The secretive nature of  China’s judi-

cial system means that detailed informa-
tion about the charges and evidence sur-
rounding these cases is unavailable. How-
ever, because Tenzin Delek Rinpoche had
significant influence in the region beyond
his religious authority, and was known for
his allegiance to the Dalai Lama, it is likely
that the move against him and those con-
nected to him was politically motivated.

Two other prominent religious fig-
ures in Kandze Tibetan Autonomous Pre-
fecture were the targets of official actions
last year: Sonam Phuntsok, who was sen-
tenced to five years in prison for allegedly
bombing a medical clinic; and Khenpo
Jigme Phuntsok, who was taken into cus-
tody from the religious encampment at
Larung Gar, where he taught and where
thousands of monks and nuns were sum-
marily expelled and their dwellings demol-
ished.

“These incidents suggest that even
the most remote Tibetan areas could be

facing the restrictive level of scrutiny and con-
trol that characterizes Chinese policy in the
Tibetan Autonomous Region,” said
Callaghan.

“Governments that are engaged in bi-
lateral dialogue with China have both a spe-
cial responsibility and a mechanism to press
these cases vigorously,” Callaghan continued.

“We will be monitoring these cases
carefully,” said SFT’s John Hocevar.

The International Campaign for Ti-
bet, Students for a Free Tibet and Free Tibet
Campaign joined Amnesty International in
calling on Chinese authorities to conduct an
immediate review of the case and, if neces-
sary, to conduct a fair and open retrial ensur-
ing that the defendants are given full facili-
ties to prepare and present their defense in
line with international fair trial standards.

The defendants should have their
choice of attorneys and should be allowed
to communicate with family members while
in custody. Otherwise, the remaining defen-
dants should be released unconditionally. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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 Yes! I would like to join ICT and receive Tibet Press Watch, Action
Alerts!

Enclosed is my contribution of:
 $ 25         $35           $50         Other_________

  I am already a member.  This is my  additional donation to
support ICT’s work.

Name___________________________________________

Street____________________________________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________

Phone_______________Email_________________________
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